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GBZ 

The last few days of 2001 

proved to be hectic as some 

members of the Association 

worked valiantly against the 

clock to put together our 

modest contributions to this 

year’s Three Kings’ 

Cavalcade.  For most of us this 

was a first attempt at putting 

together a float. The untimely 

seizure of the Trabant’s engine 

meant that we needed to 

prepare a second trailer at short 

notice but this was done in the 

nick of time - not bad for an 

organisation that has been in 

existence only since October. 

This is an example of how the 

GCVA can help support 

community projects for the 

enjoyment   of   all  and  once 

we    get    over   the   strains 

and stresses of this year’s 

effort we will might consider 

our participation in the next 

parade. 

Having led the two contingents 

of classic cars up Main Street, 

I can tell you that the immense 

majority of those lining the 

route were pleased to see our 

cars taking part and warmly 

applauded our efforts as we 

drove past. Members who 

participated also had a good 

time that was only marred by 

the thoughtless actions of a 

small minority of yobbos 

scattered among the crowds 

who seemed hell-bent on 

pelting our vehicles, drivers 

and passengers with missiles. 

This is  an  area  that members 

of  the  Cavalcade   Committee  

 

  

will need to consider in the 

interests of safety. 

I feel I need to thank all those 

who gave up of their time during 

the festive season to help make 

our ideas a reality. In particular I 

would like to single out the 

efforts of honorary members 

John Robles, John Ferrary (Sr), 

Victor Borg and Horacio Danino 

who selflessly gave up their free 

time to assist with the 

construction of the floats. Their 

commitment, dedication and 

punctuality were an example 

that some of the younger 

members would do well in 

noting. 

A word of thanks also to those 

who joined us with their cars, a 

full list appears elsewhere in the 

issue. In particular, I’d like to 

thank Joaquin Ruiz Duran and 

Hector Capurro for having come 

from further away on a cold and 

windswept night. 

On this occasion we were not 

fortunate to pick up any prizes, 

not that we were very hopeful, 

but our reward was in having 

been able to support an 

important social event on the 

Rock which brings so much 

enjoyment, especially to the 

younger members of the 

community. Thanks.   

  

Towards the end of the month the 

Association will be meeting with 

Mr J Holliday, Minister with 

responsibility for transport. 

At this meeting we hope to 

appraise the Minister of the aims 

of GCVA, identify ways in which 

we might be able to make a 

positive contribution to social life 

in Gib and also to consider 

problems which members may be 

facing.  

An area of concern that has been 

brought to my attention is the fact 

that the Licencing Authority is 

demanding that road tax be paid 

on all vehicles regardless of 

whether or not they are on the 

public roadway. This has 

implications for us since many of 

our vehicles are the subject of 

lengthy restorations – often 

involving several years- and this 

work is carried out on private 

property. When eventually the 

vehicle is considered ready to be 

put back on the road, you will 

find yourself with a hefty bill for 

Road Tax on a vehicle that hasn’t 

seen the light of day in years. This 

is unfair and is one of the areas 

that need addressing. 

 

Enjoy a good classic motoring 

year. 

                         John A Ferrary 



F r o m  t h e  A r c h i v e s  
 

courtesy of Francis Mena 

 

The Gibraltar Chronicle – July 29
th

 1971 

 

 

Bus Damaged by Fire   

 

One of Messrs Whitelock’s 23-seater buses was badly damaged by 

fire in the very early hours of yesterday morning. 

 

The bus had been parked for the night at Market Place, and Mr John 

Whitelock was informed about the blaze when the City Fire Brigade 

was called. The fire was confined to the front part of the bus, 

particularly the right-hand front passenger seat, engine compartment 

and driver’s seat. The plastic casing of the handrail was burnt 

throughout the length of the bus. 

 

Another bus parked facing the damaged vehicle also had its front scorched. 

 

Mr John Whitelock called in the Police yesterday morning when he found the 

dashboard wiring on both buses had been tampered with. Leads had been 

pulled out and left hanging and some bulbs removed. 

 

Later in the morning CID officers examined the buses and an investigation is 

still being carried out. 

 

The Fire Brigade, who had been called at 1.20am, were there within minutes 

and dealt promptly with the fire. Had they not been so quick, it is likely that 

the bus would have been more extensively damaged. 

 

On enquiring from the City fire Brigade yesterday, the Chronicle was told 

that the fire must have started in the right front passenger seat, which was 

completely burned, but up to last night the cause of the fire was still officially 

returned as ‘unknown’. 

 

Readers might like to know that G 22253, a Marshall-bodied Leyland (BMC) 

FG, was repaired and went on to give service until 1989 when it was scrapped 

having by then been acquired by Gibraltar Motorways as part of the business 

of ‘Inter- Universe Agencies’ which had operated Route 3. 

 

G 22253 and sister G 22252 were originally acquired in the late sixties by 

Whitelock Tours as prototypes and were found to be ideal  on  

Gibraltar’s  narrow  roads.   Identical  G 23577  and  

G 23578 later joined them before Whitelock sold out. Subsequently, the 

Royal Navy imported a large fleet of these vehicles which, on retirement, 

were bought by the then existent bus companies to provide the backbone 

of the urban bus service in Gibraltar until 1
st
 October 1989.  Ed. 

 



Pearls from the past...  

 
“I look back upon the year 1922 as one that 

marks an important milestone in my life, for 

it was then that I introduced the now famous 

Seven which has made motoring possible for 

thousands who could not otherwise have 

enjoyed its advantages. The Seven has done 

more than anything previously accomplished 

to bring about the realisation of my ambition 

to motorise the masses. Of course, my little 

car was treated with a good deal of ridicule at 

first, but it cheers me up to notice that the 

appreciation which the Baby meets today is 

just as hearty as the erstwhile smiles were 

broad.” 

 

Sir Herbert Austin in 1929 

 

(The last sentence could have been composed by Editor himself!)  

 

RUTE 2002 
 

This year’s auto fair at Rute will be taking place over the weekend of 25
th

 –

27
th

 January. Apart from an exhibition of classic cars, there will be an 

autojumble as well as a number of vehicles for sale in various states of 

restoration. 

 

The Association has organised an outing to Rute on Sunday 27
th

 and those 

members wishing to join us are asked to meet on the Gibraltar side of the 

Frontier by 8.00am. Our contingent will be leaving at 8.00am sharp and 

latecomers, if any, will need to catch up in their own time. We hope to be 

back by 8.00pm. 

 

Rute is a town in the province of Cordoba, a little over 200 kilometres from 

Gibraltar and we would recommend that, on this occasion, we take our 

modern cars. 

 

A route map and itinerary is available for those travelling with us and is 

available from David Risso who can be contacted on 48882 (home) or 59157 

(work). Details are also available on our on website: 

www,geocities.com/gibclassics 

 

There are some places available for those who may be unable to take their 

own cars and anyone wanting a lift should phone John Ferrary to make 

arrangements. Those who have been to Rute before assure me that a good day 

out is guaranteed. 

 
 

 

 
The next ‘Safeway Meet’ will take place on Sunday 3

rd
 February at Safeway’s 

carpark as from 10.00am.  

 

Members and prospective members are welcome to join us.   

Herbert Austin 



Two members head for Madrid and return with an Alfa. 

 

    It was a cold Monday morning on the 12
th

 of November when John Canepa and 

Christian Debono began their epic journey. But a journey could not begin without a 

plan; this plan had been put into effect the previous Thursday by way of a simple 

phonecall. 

 

            “Christian, do you want to go to Madrid to pick up an Alfa?” 

            “OK,” replied Christian without batting an eyelid. 

            “Right, I shall pick you up on Monday at 6 am.” 

 

   And at 6 o’clock on Monday morning John and Christian were heading to La 

Linea to catch the 7.15am Portillo coach to Torremolinos. Two and a half-hours 

later a taxi to Malaga Airport and then onwards by air to Madrid, arriving at 

12.40pm. 

 

   As had been arranged, we were met by Don Gonzalo, the 

owner/salesman of ‘Gloria Cars, where John had spotted the Alfa 

Romeo Junior GT1300 being offered for sale at 600,000 pesetas. 

Gonzalo drove us to his garage in his ancient Range Rover, questions 

being asked on the way as to how to use the rear seat-belts to which 

he replied, “Don’t worry, they are only there for show!” 

 

    Once at Gloria Cars the Alfa was inspected by John and ‘Doctor’ 

Christian as Don Gonzalo had nicknamed him, being impressed by the 

thorough examination and attention he was giving the Alfa. As the 

inside trim was being checked an older sales notice was found 

offering the car for 500,000 pesetas and this was kept as, undoubtedly, 

it would come in handy as a bargaining chip later on in the 

negotiations. 

 
   So on to the deal … Gonzalo would not budge from his original price! However, 

he did say that if John could prove that this car had at some time been advertised for 

less he would lower the price and pay half the expenses of getting the car to 

Gibraltar. At this moment with an element of gusto the old sales notice was 

produced and with it a price drop to half a million pesetas and forty thousand 

pesetas of travel expenses! (Well Done, boys! Ed.) 

 

   The deal having been concluded, it was time to make our way to the train station 

at Charmartin to get the car on the wagon and onto Algeciras. At 11pm after a long 

day John and ‘Doctor’ got their feet up and tried to rest on the overnight train to Algeciras. 

The train arrived at Algeciras at 9.30am the following day and by 11am the Alfa was safely 

parked in John’s garage. A word of advice, never believe it when someone says that these 

trains are overnight ‘sleepers’ …there is no way of catching a decent night’s sleep on one of 

these damn things.  

 

(Indeed. Ed had a similar experience when bringing the Austin down from Bilbao. But, 

having said that, the train is still 

the best way to cross Spain with 

an unfamiliar new old car – you 

know what I mean - that has not 

been tried and tested. It is also 

relatively cheap.)       
             

 

The Alfa Junior 1300 awaits re-

commissioning 



Competition Time              

 
Mr Tony Moreno of the BP Service Station at Winston Churchill Avenue 

has kindly donated a one-eighteenth model of a classic car which can be 

won by answering the following question: 

 

Which make and model of motorcar is depicted in the cartoon above? 

Answers must be in by 28
th

 February and may be posted to us at the 

temporary club address or left with Johnnie Ritchie at  

The Imperial Newsagency in Main Street. 

Last issue’s winner was: Mrs Muriel Lima 

BMW = Bavarian Motor Works 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

Name: ______________________________  Tel: _____________ 

 

The motorcar depicted above is a 

 

 

 

 

 

A useful tip… 

 
Anyone who has ever been involved in the restoration 

of a classic vehicle will know only too well that finding 

spares and period accessories can be a nightmare, 

especially for us here in Gibraltar. Autojumbles are 

held all over UK and provide a source of elusive spares 

at a reasonable price but are obviously inconvenient to 

get to from this neck of the woods. 

 

Those of you currently working on a restoration or about to start, may find the 

Holden Mail Order Motoring Catalogue of interest. Holden stock a vast array 

of spares and accessories, many made to original patterns, which would 

enhance your pride and joy. Some items are a little pricey but I have found 

that the service offered is very reliable and goods are dispatched to Gibraltar 

promptly. When you order remind them that we do not attract VAT (but you 

will have to pay Import Duty on collection of the items). 

Anyone interested in obtaining a copy of the current catalogue, which costs 

£5.00, can write to: 

HOLDEN VINTAGE CLASSIC, 

Linton Trading Estate, 

Bromyard, 

Herefordshire, 

HR7 4QT 

UK 

or 

Phone 0044 1885488488  

Fax 0044 1885488889 

Website: www.holden.co.uk 

 

 

                

 

http://www.holden.co.uk/


 

 

Dear Mr Editor, 

 I was delighted to see featured in the last issue of the GBZ 

newsletter a photograph of Austin Somerset G 9350. 

 

 You will be interested to know that the gentleman standing 

by the door of the car is none other than our well-known local 

photographer, Mr Hector Linares. I can also tell you that the 

background is the football ground at the Lighthouse. This was a 

favourite stop and picnic spot for a good number of Gibraltarian 

families owning new cars for the first time during that period. ‘El 

Tryptico’ pass to go over to Spain was an added burden to pay to 

go across after just buying the car! 

 

 The 1952 Somerset was much more modern than the 

Austin Devon, but the rotund styling was still a little behind the 

times compared to other British and Continental cars of the 

period. Somersets and Herefords kept the new assembly lines in 

the Longbridge car plants very busy. Such was the demand in 

production that Austins introduced a three eight-hourly shift 

round the clock. A total of 166063 saloons were manufactured and 

around 7438 convertible versions were produced mainly for 

export. 

 

 All Somersets produced had a standard four-speed 

gearbox, hydraulic front brakes and mechanical rear pads. After 

1953 all were changed to hydraulics on all four wheels. Its four 

cylinder engine developed a top speed of 68 mph, that is, 109 kph. 

 

 Back to the photograph. You will note that two ‘extras’ 

were fitted by the owner: the ‘Mosquito Reflector’ fitted above 

the flying ‘A’ emblem on the bonnet. This was available 

exclusively at Cabedo’s Car Accessories Shop in Church Lane, 

selling at the price of 10/6 (52p for us younger folk. Ed.) Two high-

powered Lucas fog lamps are also fitted to the front bumper. In 

pre-alternator days no battery was able to cope with the current 

discharge if switched ‘on’ for a long time. Spare me the effort of having 

to fit them! 

 

 I take this opportunity to congratulate John Ferrary on his hard 

work in producing such a varied programme of activities for all the 

members. Fellow members, you do not often find people who are 

prepared to give up their valuable free time to do things for others. Lets 

continue supporting the association and its activities together. 

 

 Yours, 

 

 

  Brian Ramagge 

 

 

Brian, 

 

Thank you for taking the trouble to write in and for your kind words of 

encouragement. I’m glad to be able to say that a hard-working committee, as 

well as a good number of members who volunteer their assistance as and 

when needed, supports me.  

 

The committee is always happy to count on extra hands and if anyone feels he 

or she can offer something to the running of the club I would ask you to 

contact me as I have a couple of biggish projects that are going to require a lot 

of hard work. 

 

In the mean time, Brian, I have been thoroughly impressed with your 

knowledge of the local motoring scene of yesteryear. Elsewhere in this issue 

you will find another photograph of a Gibraltar-related automobile. On  this  

occasion  it  is  a  shot  of  

G 7, the oldest registered car that I have in my photo collection of Gibraltar 

cars. Can you tell the readers anything about this vehicle? 

    Editor 



Information Sought 

 

Two of the more interesting photographs in Editor’s collection of 

Gibraltar cars are those depicting G 7, which is the oldest Gib-

registered car of which I have been able to obtain a photograph.  

Is there anyone who knows something about this vehicle, its 

uniformed chauffeur (who appears to be the same gentlemen in both 

shots) or the occupants? 

 

 



Cavalcade Preparations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After much careful balancing, Armando’s Ford ‘Y’ was placed on top 

of the two wheeler trailer which served as the rather wobbly 

foundation on which this float was built. 

Johnny Robles and Victor busy themselves with disgraced Trabant. 

 

FOR SALE:  

1947 Vauxhall 12 

Engine Number 17916 

Chassis Number 49337 

This vehicle which is on Spanish plates will be available at Rute. It is reputed 

to be in very good condition and restored sympathetically to original 

specifications. 

Please remember that the Rute fair starts on the Friday if you are really keen 

to have a shot at this fine car. 

 

***  

S i g h t i n g s    

There have now been two confirmed sightings of an elusive yet interesting 

vehicle in the neighbouring area. This car is of particular interest because 

it is Gibraltar-registered vehicle and seems a worthy candidate for 

restoration if available and at the right price. The car in question is a 

Triumph Herald, G 333?? And has been seen in Casares and Estepona 

area. It is, according to eyewitnesses, a dark red or brown colour and is 

largely complete though a little down in the heel.  

If any member spots it, please try to ascertain the name and phone number 

of the owner as there is interest locally to save it from the knacker’s yard. 

Phone Francis Mena on 78136 if you have any further information. 



GUARDIA CIVIL GIVE PRESIDENT’S  

CAR A RIGHT GOING OVER  

 

Sunday 10
th

 December saw a contingent of members’ cars crossing 

the frontier on a short run to Sotogrande and Castellar. 

 

Despite slight drizzle, members set off towards Sotogrande where 

Hector Capurro had invited us to view the cars he has under 

restoration at present. These include a Jaguar Mark10 which had lain 

in a semi-derelict state for many years in the yard adjacent to the 

Marrache residence at Fortress House, a Mini 850 which turned up 

one day from Sanlucar and the late Louis Marsh’s Morris Marina 

(which may be available for preservation). Also available is a 1970s 

Rover 2200TC and anyone interested should contact Hector at 

Sheppard’s Marina. 

 

On this 

occasion, 

Antonio Torres 

kindly agreed to 

provide the 

breakdown 

vehicle that 

would bring up 

the rear of the 

convoy, little 

realising as we 

set off that his 

immaculate 

Mercedes Benz 240D would actually be the breakdown vehicle in 

more ways than one! Luckily, what at first was feared might have 

been a blown head gasket, proved to be nothing more serious than 

lack of water. Veteran mechanic, Victor Borg, soon had the situation 

under control and, after copious amounts of the liquid were poured 

into the radiator, normal service was resumed. An important point to 

remember when a car overheats is that on no account should cold water be 

poured into the over-heated engine as this could cause severe damage. It is 

also advisable to start the engine, once it has cooled down, before pouring in 

the water. Better still, check the water level BEFORE setting off! 

 

After sorting out Antonio’s waterworks, we all made our way towards 

Castellar Nueva via the delightful country roads, having been joined by new 

member Sergio Rodriguez Bravo in his Rover P6 2000TC of 1970 (ex-G 

31118). This car has just completed a light restoration and has emerged in a 

two-tone colour scheme originally used by Rover. Sergio has a diesel 

Mercedes Benz ‘fintail’ in need of restoration and which is available if 

anyone is interested. You can give him a call on Spanish mobile 679668911. 

 

Coffee taken, the party was about to set off towards the castle at Castellar 

when it was approached by a Guardia Civil patrol car which indicated that we 

were to remain where we were before it disappeared down the road. Rather 

perplexed but not wishing in any way to displease then Law, we refrained 

from moving off only to find that the patrol car had popped over to the 

Guardia Civil post to pick up one of their number, himself a classic car owner 

(1967 MG GT). Our new-found friend proved to be very taken by our motley 

collection that morning and 

expressed a wish to join us 

on some future run. 

 

Also making a surprise visit to 

Castellar that morning were 

John and Rocio whom we had 

met the previous 

Sunday at the Safeway meet. 

John owns a Triumph Herald 

saloon that is currently 

undergoing some 

mechanical work in 

Algeciras and which should be ready in a few weeks time to join us on our 

outings. John has told us that not-so-long-ago he saw a Gibraltar registered 

Herald in Casares but has no further details. Perhaps Albert Viñales, who is 

The presidential (?) car is inspected by 

the Guardia Civil and meets with 

approval while Johnny Robles looks on. 



said to have the ‘hots’ for a Triumph Herald, might like to investigate 

and report back on his findings. 

 

After the mandatory photo-shoot in the main square of Castellar 

Nueva (with a rather incongruous and graffiti-splattered church tower 

in the background), we darted across the road to the old Castellar that 

we might visit the castle. As most of you probably know, this castle 

sits on a mountain and is only accessible by the steepest hill in Europe 

(at least, that is how Editor felt when he was making his way up in the 

Austin Seven!). Anyway, thanks to the Austin’s plucky little engine, 

Johnny Robles’ prayers in the car behind and a touch of skilful 

driving, if the editor may be allowed to say so himself, we made it to 

the top without mishap. The castle has been cleared of most of its 

‘lodgers’ and is now in the process of renovation by the Junta de 

Andalucia.  

 

In the photograph 

on the left we can 

make out Mark 

Maloney and Sergio 

Rodriguez Bravo, 

among others, 

replenishing their 

cooling systems, 

courtesy of the local 

taberna, after the 

steep ascent. Once again a pleasant morning was had by all. 

 

REMEMBER:     CHECK YOUR CAR’S FUEL, WATER AND 

OIL LEVELS BEFORE SETTING OFF. 

 

 

Joining us for the first time: a fine RHD Fiat X 19. 
 

This car was imported into Gibraltar a while ago by its current 

owners, Mr and Mrs De Jesus who, after spending a number of 

years in UK, have now returned home. Dennis and Lydia Darham have 

introduced them to the association and we hope that, having enjoyed their 

outing to Castellar, they will now become members. 

(They have! Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

We warmly welcome the following new members: 

61   Obdulio Bacarese 

62   Manuel Fortuna 

63   Louis Facio 

64   Hector Zammit 

65   Christopher Gwynne 

66   Michael Mudway 

67   Sergio Rodriguez Bravo 

68   Joaquin Benedicto Rodriguez 

69   Rafael De Jesus 

 

70     Leslie Wahnon 

71 Daniel Wahnon 

72 Lawrence Riches 

73 Ahmed Dahdouh 

74 Emilio Gavira 

75 Raymond Gomez 

76 Terence Rocca 

77 Douglas Gonzalez 
 



Event Photographs 
 

Since the formation of the Association, Tony Collado has very kindly 

offered to record our activities and given us many excellent 

photographs for the club archives as well as for individual members. 

This he has done refusing to accept any payment whatsoever for his 

services. 

 

I am sure members are aware of the costs involved in photographic 

work these days and I have proposed to Tony that in future he 

catalogues the prints with a view to our buying individual 

photographs as this will defray his costs though I suspect it may not 

cover his expenses entirely. 

 

Tony will have the photographs available at the monthly Safeway 

meets and members can order the ones they like from him directly. I 

think it would also make his job all the more easy if payments were 

made on ordering. 

 

I take this opportunity of thanking Tony for the valuable service he 

provides us with, often without our even noticing. 

 


 

Twenty or so members, wives and friends attended our first Christmas 

meal, which was held at Antonella’s Restaurant. Johnnie Canepa’s 

wife, Geraldine, offered to make the arrangements at VERY short 

notice and we are grateful for the interest and trouble she went to.  

 
Unfortunately, some members had still not received their 

Newsletter and were unable to attend had they so wished. We 
apologise for this and, hopefully, the problem of communication 
and news distribution will have been resolved by the time you 

receive this Newsletter. 

In Which Christian Crumples his Wing 
 

Not many of you may know that after the Cavalcade, on Saturday 5
th

 January, 

a small mishap befell one of our members… 

 

Having returned the mini-floats to the hangar at North Mole, Christian 

Debono kindly drove Derek Sene and the President back again to collect 

Derek’s car, which had been left there earlier on. Those of you who visited 

the hangar to work on the floats will know that it is a HUGE empty place with 

a solitary narrow column in the centre. How Christian managed to reverse the 

Citroen into the wretched girder that fateful night will remain an unsolved 

mystery that’ll come back to haunt him again and again in fitful nightmares.  

 

It goes without saying that Christian was mighty upset when he and the 

President alighted to inspect the damage. Matters were made worse by the 

fact that Christian had a wedding (No! Not his!!) next morning and the 

crumpled wing and very bent bumper would not look good in anyone’s 

wedding album, if you see what I mean.  Anyway, the reason for writing 

these few lines is not to lament Christian’s misfortune but to record his 

gratitude at the manner in which club members rallied around as soon as word 

got about. 

 

 Within the hour John Canepa, Victor Borg, Armando and Mrs Torres, 

Antonio Torres, Derek and Mrs Sene as well as the President had made their 

way to Francis Garage to offer practical and moral support. After much 

banging and heating and more banging and more heating and liberal coatings 

of black aerosol paint the car was almost ready for the bride. The more visible 

creases (on the car, that is) were cleverly covered up with a large vintage 

GBZ plate and the bumper was made almost as good as new by the time the 

last of the helpers left at 3.30am. 

 

To all those who helped out after what had already been an exhausting few 

days a big THANK YOU from Christian. 

(Don’t mention it, mate. You would have – and often do - the same for 

others. Ed) 

 



FOR SALE:     

c1970 Porche 914   4-cylinder 

Totally original condition, black and white. 

600,000 pesetas.   Contact Manolo Acosta in Los 

Barrios on 00 34 666586938 

No documents. 

(More photographs available on the website) 

  

FOR SALE: 

1950s Borgward Isabella (with documents) 

This vehicle can be seen at Rute. 

500,000 pesetas.  

Details from Joaquin Ruiz on 956621306 

 

FOR SALE: 

1965 Mercedes Benz 220 Diesel Fintail. 

Last used 1992. Interior good, bodywork needs 

restoration. This car comes with masses of bodywork, 

interior and mechanical spares. 

Asking price is £800 or thereabouts. 

Contact member Sergio on 00 34 679668911.  

 

FOR SALE:      

 

Late 40s / early 50s Mercedes Benz 170 Ambulance. Could make an 

interesting estate / shooting brake. Derek knows where it is available. 

Call him on 43176. 

Star Buy 

Mini Clubman estate, 

Gibraltar registration. 

Circa 1980. Original and 

complete for easy 

restoration. £100 

John Ritchie 78823 

 



Thanking You 

 
A sincere ‘Thank You’ to all those who helped in with the our     

Cavalcade effort: 

 

Victor Borg 

Horacio Danino  

John Robles 

John Ferrary (Sr) 

John Canepa 

Derek Sene 

Francis Mena 

Tony Collado 

Christian Debono 

Darrell Farrugia 

Mark Maloney 

Antonio Torres 

Armando Torres 

Manolo Frendo 

David Risso 

 

Vehicles on Parade 

 

A Day at the 

Frontier… 
 

 

Not so long ago, five association members decided to travel into Spain 

ostensibly to have a good look at the big 

end of an attractive model that been 

unearthed in a nearby town. Excitedly 

they climbed aboard Joe’s Audi Quattro 

and all went well until they hit the 

Frontier. 

 

After two hours of lascivious anticipation 

inching their way down the frontier 

queue they finally made it to the Customs 

post only to be stopped by the Guardia 

Civil and informed, “It’sa illegal to 

oputta fiva people in a Quattro.” 

“What do you mean it’s illegal?” asked 

Joe. 

“Quattro means four.” Replied the 

official. 

“Quattro is just the name of the 

automobile.” Insisted poor old Joe in 

utter disbelief. “Look at the papers: this car is designed to carry five persons.” 

“You can’ta pull that one on me,” replied the Spanish customs agent. 

“Quattro means four, you are five and that’s that.” 

“Come on, please be reasonable. We’ll be late for our appointment.” pleaded 

old Joe. 

“Quattro means four. You hava fiva people ina der car and you are breaking 

the law.” 

By now exasperated, Joe demanded, “By God! Call the Vista de Aduana over, 

I want to speak to someone with more intelligence!” 

“Sorry,” responded the unruffled customs man, “he can’ta come. He’sa busy 

with two guys in a Uno.”  
 

1931 – Austin 7 Chummy 

  John Ferrary 

1932 – Ford Y 

Armando  Torres 

1947 – Rover 16 

Hector X Capurro 

1948 – Austin 10 van 
(courtesy of Lewis Stagnetto Ltd) 

M Dadhoum 

1948 – Austin 16 

John Ferrary (Sr) 

1949 – Austin Sheerline 

Joaquin Ruiz Duran 

1953 – Mercedes Benz 180 
(courtesy of A M Capurro & Sons Ltd) 

Victor Borg 

1955 – Citroen 11B 

Christian Debono 

1967 – Triumph Vitesse 

David Risso 

1972 – MGB Tourer 

Dennis Darham 

1978 – Mercedes Benz 

Antonio Torres 

1979 – Trabant 

Derek Sene 



Sudden end for Trabby! 
 

 

It is with deep regret that we have to record the sudden, though not 

totally unexpected, demise of ‘Trabby’ Derek Sene’s unique Trabant. 

 

 

Sunday 23
rd

 December saw ‘Trabby’ shrug off the torrential 

downpour that descended upon the Rock that morning to make 

an appearance at Safeway’s carpark. Although a little reticent at 

first, Derek had been able to coax some life into the mite and it 

put up a lively performance as it travelled from South Barracks, 

admittedly all downhill. 

 

No one would have imagined that the end was so near as Derek 

and daughter Adrianne later set off home. While puffing up 

Europa Road, which is one of our steeper hills, for those who do 

not know. a wheeze and splutter gave way to a crunch that 

brought the car to such a sudden stop and both occupants would 

have been ejected had they not been using their seatbelts! 

Fortunately this happened on the brow and with the assistance of 

a couple club members ‘Trabby’ was free-wheeled to Christian’s 

nearby garage where immediate resuscitation was attempted, all 

to no avail.   

 

Not wanting to waste time, the 

decision was taken to perform 

exploratory surgery and Derek and 

Christian assisted my Mark Maloney 

and Francis Mena soon had the 

engine on the bench. Upon being 

informed of the news, the President 

himself also attended to offer what moral support he could at such 

a trying time.   

 

 

 

Having stripped the engine down, it 

was found that major failure and 

seizure of one of the two main-end 

bearings had occurred causing 

irreparable damage. In other words, it 

was a goner.  

 

 

As you may or may not know, the Trabant has (or should it be ‘had’? Ed) a 

two-cylinder two-stroke engine, lubricated by oil mixed with the petrol. It 

appears that many of the oilways were gunged up and that this may have led 

to insufficient lubrication which in turn caused the seizure.  

 

The long and the short of it all is that we now need to source a spare engine 

and Trabant engines are unheard of in this part of the world, in fact, Trabants 

are unheard of in this part of the world. At the time of writing this item Derek 

and the rest of us are in a bit of a panic since the Association had planned to 

enter ‘Trabby’ as one of its contributions to the Cavalcade. If anyone out 

there happens to know where we might source a spare Trabant engine please 

let us know.  

 

 

 

Derek and Christian 

reluctantly accept the finality 

of the situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of ‘Trabby’ the Trabant 



 
The Association has been successful in erecting a memorial to 

‘Trabby’ acknowledging the contribution made by it to motoring 

technology during its brief stay among us. 

 

The memorial has been erected in a place of prominence on the 

Rock and, in order to appease environmental concerns, 

permission has been granted for a pair of breeding storks to take 

up residence on its roof. 

 

This fine memorial will be officially unveiled on 1
st
 April by a 

prominent local dignitary.  

Further information to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gibraltar Classic Vehicle Association 
 

Francis Garage 
4 South Barrack Road 

Gibraltar 
 

Fax: 72033               E-mail: gibclassic@gibnynex.gi             Tel: 72481 

  

 

The GBZ Newsletter is a quarterly publication produced by this 

association as a means of keeping members informed of club news and 

events. 

You are welcome to contribute items and articles, which may include 

photographs, and they should be sent to 

The Editor, at the above address. 

 

John Ritchie Resigns 

 
Shortly before going to press the Committee learned of John 

Ritchie’s resignation from the post of Treasurer. As most of you 

know, John is one of those public-spirited people who is very 

generous with his time, devoting much energy to the Drama 

Association and Wireless for the Blind to name but two of the organisations with which 

he is involved.  

We thank John for his hard work in helping to establish the Association and setting up 

its accounts. He has assured us that he will continue to support our work and look 

forward to the re-commissioning of the Morris J which is ‘round the corner’. 

David Risso, the Association’s webmaster, has kindly agreed to take on the post of 

Treasurer in addition to the work he undertakes in keeping the Internet site updated. 
 

In memory of ‘Trabby’, 

whose brief life on the Rock was not very happy. 

From Germany she came 

a con-rod to blow. What a shame! 

Yet a brief moment of glory, 

the Cavalcade - on the back of a lorry, 

but  forever now sitting on top of this pylon, 

 mistaken by all as the car made of nylon. 

Anon 
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